Ask the Chief of the Anna Police: A weekly column allowing readers access to useful
information about law enforcement issues in the Anna area.

This column is the personal opinion of Kenny Jenks and is based on his 29+ years of
policing experience. It is not necessarily the official opinion of the City of Anna or the
Anna Police Department. If you wish to Email, include your name and address in the
correspondence. Your information will be edited before sending it to print.

Happy Summer Readers,

I received an Email this week from a parent who believes that her child is
engaging in drug and/or alcohol abuse. After I put her on the track to making
contact with professionals who could help, I wanted to let parents know that you
are better off engaging in “pre-emptive” strikes against drugs than you are waiting
to react to a problem. Here are some observations I have made over the last 29
years as a law enforcer and teacher/coach:

Get involved in all of your child’s activities and stay there. Why? Because young people
are less likely to get involved with drugs when caring adults are a part of their everyday
life. How, you ask? You must spend time doing something your children want to do
almost every day. Get them into activities and support those activities by attending, like
recitals and games, and praise them for their efforts.

Successful parenting is a full time, hands-on endeavor. It is much easier to discipline a
child from an early age than it is to suddenly start in their teens. Like my father used to
say, “Closing the gate after the horses are out doesn’t do a bit of good!” If your child
becomes angry and defensive when you ask about where they are going and who they are
seeing, we in law enforcement call that “a clue.”

The National Crime Prevention Council is a useful source of information for
parents. You can access their website at www.ncpc.org/topics

Reminder: Outdoor Storm Sirens Tested (weather permitting)
First Wednesday of the month @ 12 noon.

*Phone numbers: Dial 911 in an emergency. To have a police

officer sent to you in a non-emergency, call 972-547-5350. During
normal business hours, the APD number is 972-924-2848.

If you have a question or comment, please email: kjenks@annatexas.gov




